PARENT/GUARDIAN PERMISSION FORM

SOUTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

PROJECT TITLE:   

INVESTIGATOR(S):  List PI name, affiliation, and other investigators
PURPOSE: 

State the purpose of the study.  
PROCEDURES
:  

Example: Your child will complete five questionnaires. One questionnaire will ask ….. One questionnaire will ask ….. Three questionnaires will assess your …...  This study is designed to last approximately XXX minutes/hours. The time will be divided (describe the amount of time to be spent on each portion of the study.)

RISKS OF PARTICIPATION:

There are no known risks associated with this project which are greater than those ordinarily encountered in daily life. <OR> Risks associated with participation in this research study include… In order to assist with the offset of these risks … will be provided. If your child experiences… please contact…

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION:

Describe benefits to the child.  Discuss benefits to the general class of subjects (i.e. children with ADHD, etc.) and/or society at large.  Let the parent/guardian know if there are no direct benefits.

You may choose to add “If you are interested, we will send you a copy of the results of the study when it is finished.” 

CONFIDENTIALITY:

This must include a discussion of how the participant’s identity will be protected, or if it will not, then this must be discussed as well.   

The following sample statements are generally applicable: 

 “The records of this study will be kept private. Any written results will discuss group findings and will not include information that will identify you or your child. Research records will be stored on a password protected computer in a locked office and only researchers and individuals responsible for research oversight will have access to the records.” 

“Data will be destroyed five years after the study has been completed.”

If applicable add: “Video or audio tapes will be transcribed and destroyed within XX days of the interview.”

Only if applicable add: Confidentiality will be maintained except under specified conditions required by law. For example, current Florida law requires that any ongoing child abuse (including sexual abuse, physical abuse, and neglect) of a minor must be reported to state officials. In addition, if an individual reports that he/she intends to harm him/herself or others, legal and professional standards require that the individual must be kept from harm, even if confidentiality must be broken. Finally, confidentiality could be broken if materials from this study were subpoenaed by a court of law. 

COMPENSATION:

Describe any applicable compensation, conditions to receive the compensation, and alternatives.
CONTACTS
:

You  may contact any of the researchers at the following addresses and phone numbers, should you desire to discuss your participation in the study and/or request information about the results of the study: PI contact information.
PARTICIPANT  RIGHTS
:  

I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary, that there is no penalty for refusal to participate, and that I am free to withdraw my permission at any time.   Even if I give permission for my child to participate I understand that he/she has the right to decline.
CONSENT DOCUMENTATION:
I have been fully informed about the procedures listed here. I am aware of what my child and I will be asked to do and of the benefits of my participation. I also understand the following statements: 

I have read and fully understand this permission form. I sign it freely and voluntarily. A copy of this form will be given to me. I hereby give permission for my child ______(insert child’s name here)_____ participation in this study. 

_____________________________________________                 _________________________

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian 




Date

I certify that I have personally explained this document before requesting that the participant sign it. 

_____________________________________________

   ___________________________

Signature of Researcher 





Date 

�(insert title)


�Explain the main objectives of the research and secondary goals. A brief general description of the purpose of the study will include:	


a statement that study involves research;


why their child is being asked to participate;


the type of information sought.


�(Describe each step of the study). Clearly, and in lay language, explain what the child will be asked to do.


�If NO RISK is present state:


There are no known risks associated with this project which are greater than those ordinarily encountered in daily life. 





If RISK is present explain what the risks are:


Emotional, psychological, legal, pain, and/or inconveniences


Describe any procedures that will be made available to reduce risks (i.e. counseling services, CPR trained personnel, informational contacts, etc.) For research that involves physical activity, a liability statement may be needed  


�Describe any benefits to the participants and others which may be reasonably expected from the research. Do not include payments or other types of direct compensation. 


 -OR- Inform the parent/guardian if there is no expected benefit.


ALSO - Discuss benefits to the general class of subjects (i.e. children with ADHD, etc.) and/or society at large.


�Provide a full explanation of confidentiality protections the investigator plans to use, including: where the data will be stored; who will have access to the stored data; how long the data will be kept; how the data will be reported. Describe any foreseeable risks to maintaining confidentiality and how these will be minimized.


�Describe any compensation to be offered for participation, when it will be given and any conditions of full or partial payment. (It is considered coercive to make completion of the study the basis for compensation).  If appropriate to the research,  alternatives to participating in the research must be clearly stated. This is particularly important when there is a dependent relationship where coercion could be perceived (i.e., student/teacher).  If extra course credit is to be offered for participation, specific alternatives for earning extra credit must also be stated.


�Provide subjects with information about whom to contact with questions about both the research and the subject’s rights.   The points of contact should include, at a minimum, the principal investigator’s name and phone number and the IRB contact:


If a student is the principal investigator, the advisor’s contact information must be listed as well.


�Include a statement emphasizing that participation is voluntary and that subjects can discontinue the research activity at any time without reprisal or penalty. Any risks to subjects that might occur due to withdrawal must be made clear. Explain any reason the subject’s participation may be terminated.





